Widow spiders (Latrodectus) of the United States

Northern Widow

L. variolus

Hourglass

Divided red hourglass on the
underside of the abdomen.

Color
Glossy black.

Other Marks

More prominent red and white

dorsal markings compared to L.

mactans.

Distribution®

Eastern U.S. and southern
Canada.
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Southern Widow

L. mactans

Lawrence L. C. Jones?

Complete, bright red hourglass on
the underside of the abdomen.

Glossy black.

Fewer red and white markings on
the dorsal side of the abdomen.

Common in the southeastern U.S.
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Western Widow
L. hesperus

Identification’3

Usually complete, but can be
broken in some individuals.

Glossy black.

Fewer or absent red and white
dorsal markings compared to L.
variolus.

Western U.S. and southern
Canada.

Brown Widow
L. geometricus

Karlamalie? .

Orange or yellow hourglass on the
underside of the abdomen.

Brown or tan, sometimes with
geometric patterns on the dorsal
side of the abdomen.

Egg sacs are spiky, unlike the
smooth egg sacs of black widows.

Originally from Africa, now found
in the southeastern U.S., Gulf
Coast, California, Hawaii, and
occasionally other states.

Red Widow
L. bishopi

Florida Division of Plant Industry®

Often has an hourglass mark,
which can be broken.

Red or reddish-orange
cephalothorax and legs, black
abdomen.

Dorsal side of the abdomen may
have red spots or stripes.

Central and southern Florida.
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